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2. The right and the wrong study of the Bible are determined by its 
nature. That is right which brings Christ more clearly to view; that 
is wrong which fails to do so. 

The Jews misused Scripture. They thought that life was in the 
book. They therefore counted its letters, dazed their heads with mys- 
terious significances in numbers and in names, allegorized away the 
plain meaning, and entirely missed the real purport. They mistook a 
guide-post for a house of shelter. And so when Christ came they did 
not recognize him. Thus may the Bible in any age, if lifted out of 
its subordinate place, become mischievous. If we ask from it less, or 
if we ask from it more, than merely this, that it exhibit Christ, we mis- 
use it. To teach it as mere history is useful ; it is well to know the 
kings of Israel, as it is a mark of culture to know the kings of Rome ; 
to have some information regarding the great Assyrian conquerors, as 
to have some knowledge of the swarming of the early Mohammedans ; 
but this knowledge is mischievous if it veils the religious use of Scrip- 
ture. All supplementary studies must subserve the purpose of Scrip- 
ture as the organ of revelation. 

To ask from the Bible more than a presentation of Christ is almost 
or quite as mischievous as to ask from it less. To seek in it prophetic 
or dogmatic information, an infallible accuracy in each detail, is to seek 
what is not the purpose of Scripture to give. If it so presents Christ 
as to persuade men he is God's revealer and messenger, it serves its 
purpose. 

The right and profitable use is, therefore, made of Scripture when 
it promotes the understanding of Christ. We understand Christ 
better, and we are more surely drawn into his fellowship, when we 
understand these three things, the long-drawn preparation of his 
coming, the main incidents of his life, and the salient features of his 
character and work ; as well as the impression made upon his followers, 
and the new life they were enabled to live by the power and spirit of 
their risen and reigning Lord. 



CHRIST REVEALED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES: AN ARGUMENT 
FOR BIBLE STUDY. 

ByC. Cuthbert Hall, 
New York. 

" And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And he 
opened the book, and found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor ; he hath sent 
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me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord And 

he began to say unto them, Today hath this scripture been fulfilled in your ears." — 
Luke 4 : 17-21 ; cf. Rev. I : 10, II. 

The Bible claims, on its own behalf, to contain a revelation of the 
thought and purpose of God (see, e. g., Rom. 1 : 1-4): "The gospel of 
God which he promised afore by his prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 
concerning his Son who was born of the seed of David according to 
the flesh, who was declared to be the Son of God with power, accord- 
ing to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." It is 
reasonable to bow to that claim, which is confirmed alike by history, 
by literary criticism, and by Christian experience. 

Granting the possibility of a revelation from God, the value of that 
revelation may be measured by the importance of its contents. In 
Scripture we find local and transitory revelations, to individuals or 
nations, concerning matters personal or national. These do not con- 
stitute the supreme value of the Scriptures as a holy revelation. The 
supreme, permanent, and universal value of this holy revelation is 
caused by the supreme, permanent, and universal importance of its 
chief contents. 

These are (a) the revelation of God in Christ; (6) the revelation 
of man in his relation to God. 

The present sermon deals only with the former. 

1. To state that the Scriptures reveal God, the monotheistic idea, 
is not to state the chief characteristic truth of scriptural revelation. 
The characteristic function of scriptural revelation is, specifically, to 
reveal God in Christ. 

Our religion is the Christian religion. It is monotheistic, but, 
specifically, monotheism manifested in the fulness of time, in the incar- 
nation of the Son of God. 

God has revealed himself in many ways, e. g., (a) in the open book 
of nature ; {b) in the evolution of human history. 

But in the Scripture it is claimed that God has made a revelation 
of himself not duplicated in nature nor in human history ; even a 
supreme, permanent, and universal revelation of himself in Christ. 
Upon this rests the Christian religion as the house rests upon its own 
foundation. 

2. To what scriptural statements concerning Christ do we have 
reference in speaking of Christ revealed in the Holy Scriptures ? Not 
chiefly to the historical narrative of his holy words and deeds during 
his brief appearance in Palestine, but chiefly to those other statements 
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concerning his person and his work in their relation to the Godhead 
and to humanity. 

(Here observe the distinction between history and- reyelation : 
history a narrative of occurrences and a memorandum of persons ; 
revelation a disclosure of facts and relations transcending human 
knowledge and communicated as an unfolding of the divine thought 
and purpose.) 

The Christian religion is the faith of Christ. But the contents of 
that faith include matters that transcend the range of historical narra- 
tive and claim to be revelations from God. 

Illustrate these particulars of the evangelical faith which lie out- 
side of the Bible narrative and constitute the substance of the Bible 
revelation. 

a. The preexistent Christ. "In the beginning was the Word," etc. 

b. The prophesied Christ. "Today hath this Scripture been ful- 
filled," etc. 

c. Christ as the incarnate God. "When the fulness of the time 
came," etc. 

d. The atoning Christ. " He is the propitiation," etc. 

e. The risen Christ in his relation to Christianity. " Now is Christ 
risen from the dead," etc.; "If Christ be not risen, your faith is vain," etc. 

/. The glorified Christ. " Who ever liveth to make intercession 
for us," etc. 

g. The returning Christ. " Looking for that blessed hope and the 
glorious appearing," etc. 

These are matters lying beyond the range of unaided human 
knowledge and must be either a fabrication or a revelation. 

3. The bearing of this line of thought upon Bible study appears in 
two conclusions : 

a. Our religion is founded on the belief that the Scriptures are a 
holy revelation. Break that belief or permit it to disintegrate, and our 
religion breaks and crumbles away. Our religion is the outgrowth of 
belief in certain disclosures of God which the Scriptures claim to have 
been made by eternal love for the redemption and reconstruction of 
humanity. Neglect Bible study and the force of these conceptions 
must be weakened and the power of the religion founded upon them 
must decline. 

b. To guard that which is committed to our trust, to promote the 
devout study of Holy Scripture as revelation, is to guard ourselves and 
our children from incalculable loss. Bible study is necessary for the 
self-protection of Christian society. 



